OTHER DISCOVERIES AND INTERESTS
the workshops there, whose resources and extent were something
of a contrast to the magnificent old castle, did not appeal to him.
At Bofors the position was reversed, and this accorded better with
Nobel's wishes.
Nobel's purchase of Bofors was of the greatest importance in
the development of the locality. The former owners had suffered
severely from the depression that affected the iron industry at the
end of the 'eighties and in the early 'nineties. On Nobel acquiring
the shares, two and a half millions of new capital were invested in
the undertaking, whereby it was placed on a sound financial basis ;
the machinery was completely overhauled, and extensions were
carried out. Even after Nobel's death the concern continued its
progressive development.
The old manor house at Bjorkborn in which Nobel installed
himself was the property of the Bofors Company, being left to
Nobel formally as chairman of the Board of Directors. He arranged
to spend the summer months there, but for health reasons he
preferred to spend his winters at San Remo. The laboratory at
Bjorkborn, the construction of which was completed in 1895, was
considerably larger than the one at San Remo; it was possible to
carry out experiments there almost on the scale of a factory.
Apart from four laboratory rooms and two workshops, it comprised
a house and machines for the manufacture of powder, a house for
electrolysis experiments, a water gas plant, a large accumulator
with special apparatus for various experiments, etc. Several
qualified engineers and chemists were engaged as assistants. R.
Sohlman, who had come from San Remo, was appointed superin-
tendent, the other assistants bping G. von Feilitzen, (X Laquist,
E. Sederholm, whose main sphere of operation was to be experiments
in electrolysis, O. Ljungstrom and F. Langlet. In the summer of
1896 G. H. Beckett was also summoned to Bjorkborn from San
Remo—the previous winter Sohlman had similarly been summoned
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